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greater than has hitherto been supposed, and is but little dependent
on such circumstances as heredity and environment

Nor is tlfe accuracy of this statement limited to clever children
or to children of the educated classes thousands of children,
in Elementary Schools respond freely to this method, which is
based on the behaviour of mind

16                                                            There are two guides to moral and intellectual self-
management to offei to children, which we may call ' the way
of the will' and ' the way of the reason '

17                                                                The way of the will    Children should be taught, (a) to
distinguish between ' I want'   and  ' I will'   (6) That the
way to will effectively is to turn our thoughts from that which
we desire but do not -will    (c) That the best way to turn our
thoughts is to think of or do some quite different thing, enter-
taming or interesting   (d) That after a little rest in this way,
the will retuins to its woik with new vigour   (This adjunct of
the Mill is familiar to us as diversion, whose office it is to ease
us for a time from will effort, that we may ' will' again -with
added power   The use of suggestion as an aid to the will is to
be deprecated, as tending to stultify and stereotype character
It would seem that spontaneity is a condition of development,
and that human nature needs the discipline of failure as well
ss of success)

18                                                                 The way of reason   We teach children, too, not to ' lean
(too confidently) to their own understanding',  because the
function of reason is to give logical demonstration (a) of mathe-
matical truth, (b) of an initial idea, accepted by the will   In the
former case, reason is, practically, an infallible guide, but in the
latter, it is not always a safe one, for, whether that idea be
right or wrong, reason will confirm it by irrefragable proofs

19                                                             Therefore, children should be taught, as they become
mature enough to understand such teaching, that the chief
responsibility which rests on them as persons is the acceptance
or rejection of ideas   To help them in this choice we give them
principles of conduct, and a wide range of the knowledge fitted
to them.   These principles should save children from some of
the loose thinking and heedless action which cause most of us
to live at a lower level than we need

20. We allow no separation to grow up between the Intellec-
tual and ' spiritual' life of children, but teach them that the
Divine Spirit has constant access to their spirits, and is their
continual Helper in all the interests, duties and joys of life